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In Notice 2020-18 (PDF), which was issued Friday, March 20th, 

the Treasury Department and the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 

announced special Federal income tax return filing and payment 

relief in response to the ongoing Coronavirus Disease 2019 

(COVID-19) emergency. In recent days the IRS has posted 

answers to several frequently asked questions (FAQs) related to 

the relief provided in Notice 2020-18.  

 

The questions and answers presented in the FAQ will be updated periodically and are designed 

to be a flexible tool to communicate information to taxpayers and tax professionals in this 

changing environment. What follows below in this Client Alert are a small selection of the 

questions and answers that can be found by clicking here: 

Q7. Does the relief provided in the Notice apply to estate and gift taxes? 

A7. No, normal filing and payment due dates continue to apply to estate and gift taxes. 

Q11. I haven’t filed my 2019 income tax return that would have been due on April 15 yet, but I 

expect to file it by July 15. What do I need to do? 

A11. Nothing, except file and pay any tax due with your return by July 15. You don’t need to file 

any additional forms or call the IRS to qualify for this automatic Federal tax filing and payment 

relief. If you expect a refund, you are encouraged to file your return as soon as you can so that 

you can receive your refund. Filing electronically with direct deposit is the quickest way to get 

refunds. If you need more time beyond July 15 to file your return, request an automatic extension 

of time to file as described next. 

Q12. What if I am unable to file my 2019 income tax return that would have been due on April 

15 by July 15, 2020? 

A12. If you are an individual, you can request an automatic extension to file your Federal income 

tax return if you can’t file by the July 15 deadline. The easiest and fastest way to request a filing 

extension is to electronically file Form 4868 through your tax professional, tax software, or using 

the Free File link on IRS.gov. Businesses, including trusts, must file Form 7004. You must 

request the automatic extension by July 15, 2020. If you properly estimate your 2019 tax liability 
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using the information available to you and file an extension form by July 15, 2020, your tax 

return will be due on October 15, 2020. To avoid interest and penalties when filing your tax 

return after July 15, 2020, pay the tax you estimate as due with your extension request. 

Q16. The Notice postpones the deadline for first quarter 2020 estimated income tax payments 

due on April 15, 2020. What about second quarter estimated tax payments due on June 15? Have 

they been postponed as well? 

A16. No, second quarter 2020 estimated income tax payments are still due on June 15, 2020. 

First quarter 2020 estimated income tax payments are postponed from April 15 to July 15, 2020. 

Q17. Does this relief provide me more time to contribute money to my IRA for 2019? 

A17. Yes. Contributions can be made to your IRA, for a particular year, at any time during the 

year or by the due date for filing your return for that year. Because the due date for filing Federal 

income tax returns has been postponed to July 15, the deadline for making contributions to your 

IRA for 2019 is also extended to July 15, 2020. For more details on IRA contributions, see 

Publication 590-A, Contributions to Individual Retirement Arrangements (IRAs). 

Q18. If I owe the 10% additional tax on amounts includible in gross income from a distribution 

that I took from my IRA or workplace-based retirement plan in 2019, is the due date for paying 

that additional tax also extended to July 15, 2020 on account of this relief? 

A18. Yes, because the 10% additional tax is calculated, reported, and paid at the same time as 

the income tax owed on the amounts includible in gross income on the distribution, the reporting 

and payment of the 10% additional tax also has been extended to July 15, 2020 as a result of this 

relief. 

Q19. I made excess elective deferrals to my workplace-based retirement plan in 2019. Do I have 

to take those excess deferrals (and income) out of the retirement plan no later than April 15, 

2020, in order to exclude the distributions from income? 

A19. Yes, because that date is not also extended as a result of this relief. 

Q20. For employers with a federal income tax return due date of April 15, 2020, is the end of the 

grace period under section 404(a)(6) to make contributions to their qualified retirement plans on 

account of 2019 also July 15, 2020 as a result of this relief? 

A20. Yes, because these employers are Affected Taxpayers under Notice 2020-18 for whom the 

due date for filing Federal income tax returns and making Federal income tax payments that 

would be due April 15, 2020, is now July 15, 2020, the end of the grace period for these 

employers is also July 15, 2020 under this relief. So, for example, if an employer is a corporation 

with an April 15, 2020 due date for filing the Form 1120, then the grace period under section 

404(a)(6) for the employer to make contributions to its workplace-based retirement plan that are 

treated as made on account of 2019 ends on July 15, 2020. 
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Q21. Does this relief provide me more time to contribute money to my HSA or Archer MSA for 

2019? 

A21. Yes. Contributions may be made to your HSA or Archer MSA, for a particular year, at any 

time during the year or by the due date for filing your return for that year. Because the due date 

for filing Federal income tax returns is now July 15, 2020, under this relief, you may make 

contributions to your HSA or Archer MSA for 2019 at any time up to July 15, 2020. For more 

details on HSA or Archer MSA contributions, see Publication 969, Health Savings Accounts and 

other Tax-Favored Health Plans. 

### 

About the Author: Mr. Fernandez focuses his practice on structuring and implementing 

estate and tax planning strategies for individuals and closely held businesses. His work 
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